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event.
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. STORY AND PICTURES
BY FRED M. KRIIGSMAN

HE picture posteard scenery that grected the rally drivers

right from Pattaya in Thailand to the famous Angkor Wat in

Cambodia did not mean it was a sedate and scenic tourist
dnive.

The 1.500km Asia Cross Country Rally 2011 was an
international zone status event with seven competitive special
stages and several roud sections that brought out the best of the
driving and navigational skills of each team.

Event director Tadayuki Sasa and his band of hard-working
officials had selected amazing stages for this rally sanctioned by
the FIA and the Royal Automotive Association of Thailand.

Visut Sukost, the clerk of the course, and route director Pitak
Bhardprueng, created the seven SS. In all. the rally was run over

One of the many road hazards in Pattaya.

smooth, hard, winding, challenging roads; from fast forest roads.
through padi fields. old logging jungle tracks and past remote
villages in Thailand and Cambodia.

ELEPHANT WARNING

After the simple and short Saturday atternoon ceremonial start
in one of the busiest downtown touristic streets of Pattaya, the
2.1-km Super Stage was held nearby Balihai Pier south of Patlaya
beach.

This Special Stage | was run on the tarmac roads alongside
the hills and the public gardens, just one round with the chequered
flag just close to the starting point. It was just a warm-up and an
eye catcher for the local people and the many tourists who flock
to Pattaya.

The real first competition was on Sunday morning at 9.30,




11 cars battled
out 7 special
stages along

the Thailand-
Cambedia route.

a 212-km run that took you to an overnighter in Prachinburi
where a 38-km SS was needed to reach the hotel for a good
meal and a comfortable bed.

The 11 roaring race monster vehicles were flagged off
at two-minute intervals, and they raced on winding gravel
roads and tracks through plantations for about 50km in the
Thatakiab district.

After a 30-minute service break, the second part was a
continuation of plantation tracks and Thai villages where the
ever smiling children cheered and waved as the drivers and
navigators rumbled through and reached Ban Wang Koo, the
finishing point of the first day.

The next morning, it was a 202-km drive to
Prachinburi, Chacheonsao and Sa Kaeo provinces of
Thailand across more plantations which had both dusty and
muddy sections that the drivers took in their stride.

A stretch along the [ringes of a jungle was also on the
programme, and drivers were cautioned to watch out for wild
elephants. A welcome break was held at the 106-km mark.

Some of the teams came through without any technical
problems and they blasted through this section onto the next
section that featured dirt tracks similar to the first half alongside
the jungle in plantations and villages gravel tracks.

There was a special stage at the 91-km stage before reaching

The route was through p]anlions with the roads muddy and

the Mermaid Hotel in Sa Kaeo. The parking lot of the hotel that certain stretches had large puddles which slowed down the teams
night was turned into a “service centre™ as the team mechanics and this scene changed to nice dirt roads that took them past rice
patched up and prepared the vehicles for the next day’s assault. fields and tapioca patches. an amazing picture-postcard scenery.
The third day was a loop from Sa Kaeo back to Sa Kaeo The last 20 km of the 129-km SS was on a tarmac track in a
but with two long transport sections in the morning and big jungle restricted area along the Thailand-Cambodia border and
afternoon, and two special stages over 129km and 77km before there was a break for rest and to look into the vehicles before the
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The event
attracted
competitors
from all over
Asia. =

But the participants vehicles managed these conditions and
they drove into the ancient city of Angkor Wat for an overnight
stay.

The last day on Aug 11 involved a 95-km route, including a
54.5km SS. This special stage was divided in two parts, the first
section around 30km and the second just 24km, and it was held in
and around the ancient city of Angkor Wat.

Fiitingly, the prize presentation was in front of the main
entrance of Angkor Wat temple.

afternoon SS. — == ' e BTN
This last S8 in Thailand over 77km started at 14.00 with Tﬂp THHEE ﬂ"lsnﬁns =¥
vehicles pushing off at two-minute intervals. The first part was a — —— —
fast track but the vehicles had to slow down after that, lest they 1 Rattapajo Bunchuayluea-Somkiat Noichard (Thailand)
damaged their vehicles on the rough terrain. — Isuzu D-max; 2 Kinya Morikawa-Masayuki Fukano (Japan)
Afier this, it was a “*smooth™ ride toward the finishing town, Land Cruiser 80; 3 Takuma Aoki-Katsuhiko Shiine (Japan) &

using fast winding dirt roads, with the teams kicking some Ittipon Simaraks (Thailand) — Isuzu D-max

dust-trails behind them. Finally after a total distance of 370km, L T SRS

including the transport stages, the teams reached SaKaeo foran M+ {11 M A& o { =y - Y

overnight stay. i ST - i
A little white-yellow Suzuki was declared DNF at §S 5 and « Entries - 11: 6 Class T1D: 4 Class T1G: 1 Class T2D.

was not in the motley convoy of rally vehicles, service trucks and  « Drjver nationalities: Japan, Thailand, India.

the 4x4 rigs of the media and organisers that set out early for the » Manufacturers: Isuzu 6, Toyota 3, Mitsubishi 1, Suzuki 1.

Thailand-Cambodia border. . » Categories: Moto, 4X4 Vehicles.
The organisers made sure of a smooth crossing that took less « Date: August 12-17.

than an hour when they had all the vehicle registration papers
and passports checked and stamped and the convoy headed to the —AC Syndication
starting point in Cambodia that was 88 km away.

There was a Cambodian police escort to the starting point of
88 6, a 137km special stage over muddy, slippery rice field roads
that had soaked up days of rain but the teams did not slacken their
pace.

Cambodian villagers, including children running out of their
little schools, had a blast, seeing the 4x4 rigs roaring past them, so
unlike the water buftaloes that ambled by daily.

ANGKOR WAT FINISE

Further down into the stage, the rally teams entered the Siem
Reap province of Cambodia and headed towards the finishing
line where the day’s SS was still slippery due to the heavy rainfall
earlier in the day.

- \Briefing before
the special stage.
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HISTORY
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ASIA CROSS COUNTRY

THE first event in 1996 started from Kuala Lumpur and took
competitors up the Malayan peninsular to Penang, across to
Kota Baru on the east coast and down to Singapore, before
returning to Kuala Lumpur for the finish that took 2,000km.

Most of the past participating teams came from Asia and
there were a few from Australia and New Zealand. When the
Asia Cross Country Rally started, premium events like the
Paris-Dakarwere well known, but a long way away and too
expensive for Asians to consider.

The Asia Cross Country Rally was intended to be“a real
cross-country rally which tested both the drivers’rally skills
and the potential of four-wheel-drive vehicles’.

It was “a cross-country rally” for Asian people to enjoy,
held by Asian people, in Asia and it tackled a route through
jungles, swamps and river-crossings, with every kind of
challenges thatnature had to offer.

To celebrate its FIA status in 1999, rally founder Tadayuki
ran the event through three countries'over a distance of

3,500km from Kuala Lumpurin Malaysia to Thailand, and then
to Vientiane in Laos, making it the first FIA event to be run
there,

In 2001, after the start in Bangkok, they crossed Laos
and drove 3,000km to reach Hue in Vietnam, creating some
excitement, as thiswas the first FIA event to enter that
country.

From 2005 till 2010, the Asia Cross Country Rally
competition stages were set out in Thailand, with the only
border crossing in 2006, just for two days in Laos.

From its start, there was always a field of 30 teams but due
to the sluggish world economic situation, there were only 71
vehicles at the starting grid in Pattaya thisyear.

To attract more teams next year, the organisers are
looking for special deal packages to help foreign teams
get their rally vehicles into Thailand without any Customs

‘problems. The foreign teams can also hire Thai mechanics and

service teams.
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