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Twas a five-day battle from Day 1.0n Aug 12along the
rough and tough jungle tracks and green padi field gravel
roadsinthe kir\gdoms of Thailand and Cambodiain the
17th edition of the Asia Cross Country Rally
And at the finishind {ine in the emotive shadow of the

world-famous Angkor Watt inCambod‘ta-,Thaiiand’s Nuttapon
Angritthanon and co-driver Kittisak Klinchan in their Toyota
Vigo (Hilux) were the clear winners.

" Nuttapon, better known as‘Joob” o hisThai fans,
contr_dlled-th‘ts'tough off-road event from the start in his car
No 13 working together with his co-driver like clockwork and

swatting away _adversity to run out winners.

Just turned 25, Nuttapon is already a legend in Thailand in
the Super Car an Pro Racing series where his skills borders on

the“daredevil” but within the limits of the safety zone.

The Asia Cross Country Rally may not command the

glamour of the Dakar,

Dubai or Safari put itis justas tough

and the plus point isthatitis affordable for regional teams

and a steal for other.

While the bulk of the crews arrived from Japan there was
3 seven-strong Thai contingent as well as an entry from India
and a celebrity Taiwanese entryr actress Roslyn Shen.
There were 10 bikers from Japan, four from Cambodia, and
three each from Korea and Thailand.
Twenty-six vehicles and 20 motorcycles and dirt bikes
lined up atthe ceremonial start, just several metres from :
Pattaya's famous "Walking street” for the 1,200-km journey I
over rugged and highly demanding roads and tracks t0

Angkor Watt.

As the event directorTadayuki Sasa said: wEnthusiasm for

cross country rallying

is increasing in every country in Asia,

includingThai!and and Cambodia.’




| Flagging off in pattaya, they passed’t_hrough agriculturai
| and cultural locationsand ancient jandmarks.
i All 26 teams and 20 riders assembled ita
. 1ntemat'|onal:£ircu'yt and from there they wenton a30-minute
[

drive northwards toa dirt-bike circuitin SHir
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ds toemerge the fastest. _
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being 173.09km.

i
Il plantation areas. simed section, Svay Chek to Bayon,
‘ ? After the last yehicle started, there wasa 30-minute preak The cars passed attractive landscapes with endless padi
pefore the dirt bikes started the 55- fields and crossed little Ccambodian villages where the children
‘ The Asia Cross Country Rally is throwing up @ distinct were having 2 blast watching the colourful racing vehicles,
|earning curve for new drivers and riders: navigation.They an  cheering and wavind them on.
in farming areas and jungle with some muddy parts, and that The terrain would change t00: gone was the dlinging mud
was a problem o some cars but the bikes had no problemat and deepwater crossings, Now it would be high speed, but
all. with absolutely no room for any ervor.
‘ The fastest rider was not the one who finished first but Japan's Kinya posteda plistering time of 1:38.171n his
; whoever was good in pavigation gotatop ranking. The rest Land Cruiser, almost 13 minutes ahead of Chamnan an
| that got lost learned something new co-driver Cholanatin their No 12 Mitsubishi Triton, but more
Joob, 25, showed his prowess OVer the 2.2.km stagé in importantly shaving rally Jeader Joob's lead by 18.29-
! 1:57:16,an jrmpressive time on this rough stage- Joob was running the race at his pace and he explained
. Day 3 was another 400-km drive, with 553 from Phra that managing the gap had peen the order of the day.
Phloeng t0 5oi Dao, set be the longest day of the rally with a ugS 4 had so many big jump and holes; he said.”l wanted
total distance £ 226.46kM. to save my car for the final push!’
' Japan's Kinya Morikawa and Masahiko Uchida in their No 1 the battle of the bikers, on€ of the riders commented:
5 Land Cruiser gowonthe special stage in 2:55:27,3.5 minutes "The race wWas short, only 140KkM withahighs eed route
(i | ahead of the second place finisher; followed by another five “The high speed on gravel and bumpy voads that go straight
g Thai teams. forever reminded of the Dakar riders, and my KTM 690
| Day 4 took the crews from Sa Kaeo across the border in reached 170 km/hinsome stretches.
cambodia and to Angkor \Watt on a 265.1 1km run with the sHowever, itis very dangerous on the bumpy stretches,
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especially when you hita deep hole at 100km/h. Butitwas a
pblast to race here, especially onthe Cambodian terrain, this is
<o different, SO fast.
That brought the tired drivers and riders and their
pattered machines into the final day. 2 72.22-km timed section
that started at Angkor Watt and looped in@ big circle before
returning to the world famous landmark for the finish-line

ceremonies.
The 72-km sS from puok to Tani was no different than the

igh-speed bumpy roads. Kiny2 managed

aced second overall, 430 seconds behind Joob.
tween Joob and Kinya was the
uncompromisir\g 55 5 wherethe hard terrain promised tobhe
cruel to the drivers.ltwasa fight to the finish where driver
skills and knowledge, and vehicle strength would have 2
bearing on the outcome.

Jooh wasn't getting carried away even though he helda
four—and-a—haif minute lead and the advantage of knowing

the terrain.
u} have to do My best to win,
e no room for error an

punctures of mechanical jssues.’

d 1 hope L will suffer no

sillloes POWSIECE

he said before the final push-

their overall yictory winne

Joob did not disappoin
fast, calmly and without an

seconds. Kinya took the flag in 40:33, hi
Imost a minute adrift of the

¢ Joob, a number that proved t0 be

to gamble for,was a
and white Toyota Vigo ©
lucky for the Thai ace.

| ots of people may not feel well

but for mel think itis good;’
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the 2013 will be bett

Top 3 finishers: 1 Nuttapon
Klinchan (Thailand) ~Toyota Vigo (Hilux) 8
Kinya Morikawa—Masahiko Uchi
8:58:1,3 Chamnan—Cholanat (Thailand) -

9:7:38.
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